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1. DURING RELAX EXCHANGE UNDER STARS AT DESERT MISHWIT 
MAURITANIAN MINISTER OP STATE POR NATIONAL ECONOMY SIDI 

OULD CHEIKH ABDALLAH! SPELLED OUT FOR AMBASSADOR HIS REACTION 
TO AND EVALUATION OP THREE MAJOR EVENTS OP PAST PEW WEEKS: 
IBRD-IMP ANNUAL MEETING, UNGA SPECIAL SESSION, AND SIGNATURE 
OP EGYPT-ISRAEL DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT. SIDI ABDALLAHI’S 
MEMBERSHIP IN GIRM INNER CIRCLE AND DOMINATING POSITION HE 
OCCUPIES ON ECONOMIC ISSUES, VIEWS HE EXPRESSED ON ECONOMIC 
TOPICS EITHER ARE OR SOON WILL BE GIRM ASSESSMENTS AND/OR 
POLICY. 

2. ON LDC VS DC-CONPRONTATION INTO DIALOGUE: SIDI AB- 
DALLAHI WAS IMPRESSED AND ENCOURAGED BY MAJOR CHANGE 
IN US APPROACH TO DC-LDC CONPLICT WHICH SECRETARY 
KISSINGER'S UN SPEECH AND SECRETARY SIMON'S IBRD SPEECH 
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REPRESENTED. RECALLING SHARP DISAGREEMENTS AT JUNE IMP 
MEETING RC PARIS, SIDI COMMENTED THAT SHIPT WAS ASTOUNDING. 
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WHEN I EXPRESSED PLEASURE AT REPORTS OP FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE 
IN ATMOSPHERE IN NEW YORK PROM CONPRONTATION TO COOPERA- 
TION AND SERIOUS NEGOTIATION ON PART OF NEARLY EVERYONE, 

SIDI COMMENTED FACT THAT SOME THIRD WORLD HARDLINERS 
FAILED TO RESPOND TO NEW DC APPROACH AND CONTINUED TO 
INSIST ON CONFRONTATION COULD AND SHOULD BE DISMISSED OUT 
OF HAND AS TOTALLY IRRELEVANT. WHILE THEIR THEOLOGICAL 
RHETORIC WILL CONTINUE TO BE A NUISANCE, NEITHER THEIR 
ATTITUDES NOR THEIR ACTIONS WILL IMPEDE SEARCH BY OTHERS 
FOR CONCRETE SOLUTIONS. HE THEN VIGOROUSLY CAUTIONED ME 
NOT TO FALL INTO TRAP OF THINKING THAT ANY OF HUGE IN- 
VENTORY OF COMPLEX AND DIFFICULT PROBLEMS HAD BEEN 
RESOLVED IN NEW YORK. HE ASSERTED THAT IT IS GOING TO 
TAKE FIVE YEARS TO WORK OUT SOLUTIONS TO MOST OF THE 
PROBLEMS ON LIST, AND MAY TAKE TEN YEARS TO RESOLVE THE 
MOST COMPLICATED AND DIFFICULT ONES. AFTER ACCEPTING HIS 
JUDGMENT OF DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED AND HIS ESTIMATE OF 
TIME REQUIRED, I COUNTERED THAT MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT 
NONETHELESS WAS FACT THAT INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAD 
FINALLY FACED UP TO REALITY OF WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATION 
AND HAD MADE A SIGNIFICANT BEGINNING IN SEARCH FOR 
SOLUTIONS. UN DELEGATIONS HAD MADE START, HOWEVER 
SMALL, DOWN ROAD AND HOWEVER LONG AND TOUGH ROAD TURNS 
OUT TO BE. SIDI THEN AGREED THAT WE COULD LEGITIMATELY 
BE ENCOURAGED AND PERHAPS EVEN SOMEWHAT OPTIMISTIC THAT 
ACTIONS TAKEN IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON HAD PRODUCED 
BASIC CHANGE AND THAT DCS AND LDCS BOTH WERE TURNING 
AWAY FROM PHILOSOPHICAL CONFRONTATION TOWARD PRACTICAL 
PROBLEM SOLVING. 

3. IBRD-IMF MEETING: SIDI (WHO IS OUTGOING CHAIRMAN 
OF AFRICAN IMF GROUP) DECLARED HE WAS PLEASED WITH 
PROGRESS MADE AT ANNUAL MEETING OF FINANCIAL INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

4. MIDEAST DISENGAGEMENT: SHIFTING CONVERSATION TO 
MIDEAST, I OBSERVED THAT AMERICANS ARE PRAGMATIC PEOPLE 
WHO ARE MORE INTERESTED IN DEVISING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS 
TO REAL PROBLEMS THAN IMU# PHILOSOPICAL DISPUTATIONS. 
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JUST AS WE HAD ATTEMPTED OVER PAST WEEKS TO CONVINCE 
LDC REPS TO PUT THEORETICAL AND DOCTRINAIRE ARGUMENTS 
ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS TO ONE SIDE AND FOCUS ON 
CONCRETE SOLUTIONS TO REAL PROBLEMS, WE HAD DECIDED THAT 
STEP-BY-PRACTICAL-STEP WAS ONLY WAY TO MAKE ANY PROGRESS 
ON MIDEAST PROBLEM. US RECOGNIZES THAT MANY IN ARAB 
WORLD WHO SEE THINGS FROM THEORETICAL OVNIC# AND WHO 
BELIEVE ONLY APPROACH IS PURSUIT OF OVERALL SOLUTION 
NOW ARE DISSATISFIED WITH STEP-BY-STEP METHOD BEING 
FOLLOWED. BUT US IS FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT TOTAL 
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SOLUTION IS UNATTAINABLE AT THIS STAGE, THAT ONLY 
CERTAIN SMALL SEGMENTS ARE AMENABLE TO RESOLUTION 
NOW, AND THAT SOLE POSSIBLE HOPE OE RESOLVING WHOLE 
PROBLEM IN EUTURE IS TO WORK AWAY AT CONSTITUENT PARTS 
NOW. MUCH TO MY SURPRISE, SIDI WARMLY AGREED. TO 
UNDERSCORE HIS ACCEPTANCE AND APPROVAL OP THIS APPROACH, 

SIDI QUOTED OBSCURE FRENCH PROVERB WHICH ASSERTS THAT 
BEST THEORETICAL SOLUTION ALWAYS TURNS OUT TO BE WORST 
PRACTICAL SOLUTION BECAUSE IT PREVENTS ACHIEVEMENT OP 
THAT PARTIAL SOLUTION WHICH IS ONLY RESOLUTION REALITY 
PERMITS. 

5. UPON HIS RTURN TO MAURITANIA PROM IBRD-IMP ANNUAL 
MEETING, SIDI PUBLICLY PRAISED PRESIDENT PORD'S ACTIONS 
AND STATEMENTS ON BOTH DC-LDC CONPLICT AND MIDEAST. 

VISITING GIRM AMBASSADOR OULD ABDALLAH MADE SPECIAL 

POINT OF TELLING ME THAT SIDI WAS NOT SPEAKING JUST 

PERSONALLY BUT POR GIRM, AND THAT HIS REMARKS HAD BEEN 

APPROVED AT HIGHEST LEVELS AS EXPRESSION OF GIRM POLICY. DURING 

OUR OPEN AIR EXCHANGE, SIDI REITERATED HIS PRAISE OP 

ROLE PRESIDENT PORD HAS PLAYED RECENTLY IN MOVING TWO 

HERETOPORE INTRACTABLE PROBLEMS ALONG TOWARD RESOLUTION.HANDYSIDE 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, ECONOMIC COOPERATION, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, MILITARY 
AGREEMENTS, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NOUAKC01940 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750330-0189 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750926/aaaaawra.tel 

Line Count: 139 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 224924 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAY 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <05 DEC 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAURITANIAN REACTION TO UN SPECIAL SESSION AND MIDEAST DIS-ENGAGEMENT ACCORD 
TAGS: PFOR, ECIN, XF, MR, IMF, UNGA, IBRD, (ABDALLAHI, SIDI OULD CHEIKH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



